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Message Text 


REF: ROME 04870, ROME 02134 

DEPARTMENT EFFORTS TO OBTAIN INVESTIGATIVE REPORTS ON CIR- 
CUMSTANCES OF OIL REFINERY FIRES AT TEXAS CITY, TEXAS AND 
CARSON.CALIFORNIA HAVE DETERMINED THE FOLLOWING: 

1 . FIRE AT TEXAS CITY, TEXAS OCCURRED IN THE LATE 1940'S 
AND WAS RELATED TO THE EXPLOSION OF A CARGO SHIP LOADED 
WITH LIQUID NITROGEN OR SULFUR. THE AREA OF TEXAS CITY 
HAD A HIGH PROPORTION OF OIL AND CHEMICAL STORAGE TANKS 
NEAR THE SITE OF THE EXPLOSION. ANY REFINERY FIRE WAS 
SECONDARY, CAUSED BY THIS MISHAP. THE COAST GUARD CON- 
DUCTED THE INVESTIGATION AND THE INVESTIGATIVE REPORT 
PRODUCED, TOTALING 500 PAGES.IS BEING FORWARDED TO DEPART 
MENT. WILL POUCH COPY TO ROME AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. FIRE AT CARSON, CALIFORNIA (EG. HANCOCK FIRE) OCCURRED 
IN THE LATE 1950'S. DEPARTMENT HAS CONTACTED CARSON, CAL- 
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IFORNIA FIRE DEPARTMENT THROUGH DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY IN 
SAN FRANCISCO FOR DETAILS. EXPECT RESULT OF ANY INVESTIGA- 
TION TO BE IN THE FORM OF LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT REPORT. 


THERE IS A POSSIBILITY THAT RECORDS ARE LOST OR OTHER- 
WISE UNOBTAINABLE. WE WILL KNOW MORE LATER THIS WEEK. VANCE 
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